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TEMP: 22-33c

AM: All Divisions No rain.

PM: West Coast, Interior - I. Rain
Elsewhere no rain.

NIGHT: Labuan, Interior - I. Rain
Elsewhere no rain.

Wave Conditions
South China Sea: 1.5m – 2.5m 
Sulu Sea: 1.0m – 1.5m 

Wind Conditions
South China Sea: East North East 30-40
km/h
Sulu Sea: East North East 20-30km/h 

Today’s Weather Forecast

Source:
Meteorological Services Department

‘Remember all fallen servicemen’
Zam Yusa
KINARUT: The contribution of veterans
and service members who fell in the line of
duty should be remembered, said Sabah
General Operation Force Deputy Com-
mander ACP Mancha Anak Ata.

Speaking during a gathering in con-
junction with the 212th Police Day celebra-
tion, Mancha said the various evolutionary
phases police had gone through made it
more mature as the nation’s main and old-
est law enforcement authority.

“In conjunction with the celebration of
Police Day, I’d like to call upon all service
members to uphold the services and sacri-
fices by our veterans and comrades who
have fallen to protect the nation,” said
Mancha at Sabah GOF Brigade Headquar-
ters, here.

“Their sweat and blood will forever be
recorded in the annul of history of the
force and we are the generation that inher-

its their legacy and continues their strug-
gle.”

Seven senior officers, five other-ranked
personnel and eight Police Family Associ-
ation (Perkep) members from the Brigade
received commendation letters during the
celebration. A special corporate certificate
and integrity certificate were also handed
over to the recipients.

Three senior officers and 230 lower-
ranked personnel from Brigade Headquar-
ters and 16th GOF Battalion based here
took part in a parade to commemorate the
occasion.

Representatives from corporate bodies
such as the Outward Bound School Sabah,
Petronas Dagangan Bhd and Shell were
also present. 

Eleven GOF veterans led by DSP (R)
Raffe Ghani and members of Perkep
headed by its Vice-Chairperson Jennita
Anak William also attended the event.

Sabah GOF senior officials and veterans celebrating 
the 212th Police Day in Kinarut, Papar.

Govt agrees to give aid to pensionable, non-pensionable veterans
LANGKAWI: The government has agreed
and approved the implementation of the
2019 National Hope Aid (NHA)  (Bantuan
Harapan Negara) (BHN) for pensionable
and non-pensionable Malaysian Armed
Forces (MAF) veterans.

Minister of Defence Mohamad Sabu
said the initiative was a new one to replace
the 2017 Bantuan Bakti Negara (BBN) and
the 1Malaysia Non-Pensionable Veterans’
Contribution 2013 (1MNPVC) (Sumbangan
Veteran Tidak Berpencen 1Malaysia 2013)
(SVTB1M).

He said the 2019 NHA was a continuous
appreciation from the government to the
MAF veterans for their loyalty and sacri-
fices to the nation.

‘’It is the government’s continuous ef-
fort to look after the welfare of all groups

of MAF veterans,’’ he told a media confer-
ence at the 2019 Langkawi International
Maritime and Aerospace Exhibition (LIMA
‘19) media centre at the Mahsuri Interna-
tional Exhibition Centre (MIEC) here.

Mohamad said the 2019 NHA would
also involve pensionable MAF veterans
who had not received an one-off payment
prior to this.

‘’Although, the government is still fac-
ing financial constraints but in apprecia-
tion of the sacrifices of MAF veterans, the
government can still afford to allocate
RM79.6 million to implement the 2019 NHA
to a larger number of recipients, namely,
159,368 pensionable and non-pensionable
MAF veterans compared to only 43,000
non-pensionable MAF veterans who re-
ceived the 2017 BBN initiative,” he said.

Mohamad said a one-off payment of
RM500 under the 2019 NHA would benefit
100,762 pensionable MAF veterans and
58,606 non-pensionable MAF veterans.

‘’Among the 2019 NHA requirements
are having ended service before Dec 31,
2019 and staying in Malaysia. Veterans
who qualify for the Federal 2019 Cost of
Living Aid must apply to get the 2019 NHA
for non-pensionable MAF veterans who
have never registered for SVTB1M and 2017
BBN and veterans with monthly gross
household income of RM4,000 and below
(B40),’’ he said.

He said the ministry through the MAF
Veteran Affairs Department (JHEV) would
be responsible to implement the 2019
NHA initiative.

‘’The MAF’s JHEV will provide the reg-

istration and application facilities to de-
cide on qualifications and approve appli-
cations, details on the status of applicants
and make payments into the bank ac-
counts of the 2019 NHA recipients,’’ he
said.

Mohamad said applications for the
2019 NHA would be opened on April 14
and payments would be implemented on
May 27.

‘’Hopefully,  the giving of the 2019
NHA, can help the MAF veterans in facing
the challenges of the rising cost of living
currently.

‘’The government always endeavour to
look after the welfare of the MAF veterans
who have sacrificed a lot in ensuring that
the national security and peace is assured,’’
he added. – Bernama

TENOM: The Government-supported
Kalimaran Festival now celebrated every
March 31, serves as a platform to promote
and uplift the culture, arts and tradi-
tional customary of the Murut ethnic
community. 

Deputy Chief Minister cum Tourism,
Culture and Environment Minister,
Datuk Christina Liew, said it is the Gov-
ernment’s obligation to recognise a fes-
tival containing cultural, art and
traditional customary elements that also
helps promote the State throughout the
world. 

Kalimaran can be a catalyst for pro-
moting Sabah as a tourism destination
that has attractive and unique culture
and arts, she said when officiating the
festival at the Sabah Murut Cultural Cen-
tre in Pulong, here, Tuesday. 

On the cultural centre’s upkeeping

needs, she said the Government has
given attention on the matter.  

Infrastructure Development Minister
and Melalap Assemblyman Datuk Peter
Anthony, who is the festival’s main or-
ganising committee chairperson and ad-
visor, Kemabong Assemblyman Jamawi
Jaafar, Liawan Assemblyman Rasinin
Koutis, Sabah Cultural Board Chairman
Ismail Bongsu and District Officer
Sungkim Rumangun, who is also the
joint organising committee chairperson,
among others, were also present. 

Anthony, in his speech, said the Kali-
maran Festival has been recognised as an
annual celebration to be held on every
March 31 and is supported by the com-
munity. 

“People in Sabah are living in peace
and harmony. Festival such as the Kali-
maran is sign of unity and harmony exist
among the multiracial people in the
State. 

“Beside that it can also promote the
interior at the international level. Tenom,
Keningau and Pensiangan have their re-

spective uniqueness,” he said. 
Earlier, Sungkim said the Kalimaran

not only serves as a platform for pro-
moting and preserving the traditional
culture and values of the Murut since
its launching in 2003 but also provides
room and opportunity for local traders
to assist in boosting the socio-eco-
nomic status of the people in the inte-
rior.

About 3000 people attended the
launching of the festival. – Yayasan
Dalimpos

Kalimaran 
helps promote 

Murut 
culture: DCM

Christina hitting the gong to officiate the event.

‘Kids need to
learn what’s 
good, bad 
on Internet’

Sherell Jeffrey 
KOTA KINABALU: Better Internet access
and the availability of various gadgets
comes as the country progresses towards
becoming a digitally empowered nation. 

But with it comes the challenge of ed-
ucating youngsters, especially school
children, towards a positive, safe and re-
sponsible manner in utilising the facili-
ties. 

With that in mind, the Malaysian
Communications and Multimedia Com-
mission (MCMC) through its Community
Engagement Department (Advocacy Out-
reach Division) headed by Hashimah
Hashim initiated a Malaysian ICT Volun-
teer (MIV) workshop with schools across
the country.

The programme also received support
from the Ministry of Education. 

This year, Sabah was picked as the sec-
ond destination, after Johor with SMK
Limbanak in Penampang as the venue.
The one-day workshop was attended by
teachers throughout Sabah. 

The purpose is to drive the message
across on the importance of inculcating
positive attitude among teachers, stu-
dents and parents when using Informa-
tion and Communication Technology
(ICT), according to Hashimah. 

She noted that there are many cases
involving school children and the educa-
tion community.

“We therefore hope the MIV Work-
shop will enhance the quality of learning
in schools and also create awareness that
while they use the Internet they need to
be vigilant of what they surf and under-
stand the implication to them and their
future if used wrongly,” she said. 

She also noted incidents of youngsters
surfing adult websites or engage in chal-
lenges like the ‘Momo Challenge’ or the
‘KK Challenge’ that can harm them. 

“Not everything on the Internet is
good that’s why they need to learn how
to choose between the good and the
bad,” she said. 

Her concern is justified especially with
the recent survey conducted by
Malaysian against Pornography (MAP)
last year which revealed that 80 per cent
of children aged 10 to 17 years have
watched pornography intentionally.

The survey also showed apart from
that, almost 89 per cent of children aged
13 to 17 have been victims of online
grooming.

On another note, Hashimah said in
terms of the MIV Workshop, MCMC
wants people to understand that in gen-
eral the MIV programme itself, regardless
of the focus group is to ensure that they
help to increase the digital literacy of
Malaysians.

This in addition  to empower
Malaysians and to promote digital inclu-
sion and also to develop digital champi-
ons within communities in the country so
that Malaysians will become digital citi-
zens and can contribute towards a better
economy, a better place to live , as well as
a smart digital nation in the future. 

She however declined to comment on
how far the initiative has progressed, say-
ing that it is an effort that involves many
other agencies.

“We are doing our part and other
agencies are also doing their part. 

“The most important thing is in order
for the country to move towards a smart
digital nation is to ensure that the citi-
zens are digitally literate, first, that is the
key component, if you are not digitally
literate you cannot move along although
there is infrastructure.

“MCMC is doing its part and so is the
Ministry of Education, we want to  incul-
cate the culture of using ICT positively, I
think it takes a lot of continuous effort,”
she said.

Pathologist attacked in social media over testimony
SHAH ALAM: Hospital Kuala Lumpur medical foren-
sics department officer Dr Ahmad Hafizam Hasmi told
the Coroner’s Court he was excoriated online over his
expert testimony in the inquest of fireman Muham-
mad Adib Mohd Kassim last week.

“I was criticised and considered to be lying in my
testimony last week by people on social media,” he
told Judge Rofiah Mohamad who is sitting as coroner
for the inquest.

He said he was merely trying to get to the truth be-
hind Adib’s cause of death.

Dr Ahmad, who conducted an autopsy on Adib, tes-
tified last week that Adib’s injuries were inconsistent
with assault as alleged.

Instead, he concluded that the seven broken ribs
may be from being hit by an Emergency Medical Res-
cue Services (EMRS) vehicle as it was backing out dur-
ing the Sri Maha Mariamman Temple riots in Subang
Jaya last year.

Following his testimony, a Facebook user known as
“Cik Miera”, who claimed to be a nurse at the National

Heart Institute (IJN) where Adib was warded, accused
Dr Ahmad of lying in his testimony.

The person caused a controversy over the weekend
when she went on social media to claim she treated
Adib’s wounds when he was transferred from the Sub-
ang Jaya Medical Centre to IJN and knew the truth
about his death.

“Dear Doctor, if all staff could give statements, I
will be the first who will stand up and say that it is not
by accident. His injury was caused by violence, from
force. We saw the wound, we treated him. We saw the
bruises all over his body and many things that I can’t
tell here,” the Facebook post read which has since been
deleted.

Dr Ahmad was asked to read out and reply to the
person’s allegations by government lawyer Hamdan
Hamzah, but declined.

“I don’t wish to reply, I appeal to find the truth. If
anyone else has any information on this that I did not
find during my examination, I ask that the coroner get
them to give testimony in court,” he said.

Instead he main-
tained that his exami-
nation of Adib’s
remains did not un-
cover any sign that the
fireman had been
physically assaulted
during the riot.

Muhammad Adib
was critically injured in
the early morning of
November 27 after he
and his team members
from the Subang Jaya
fire station responded
to an emergency call at the Seafield Sri Maha Mari-
amman Temple where a riot was taking place.

The fireman was taken to Subang Jaya Medical Cen-
tre after he was found injured, before being trans-
ferred to IJN for further treatment, where he
succumbed to his wounds on December 17.

Rome Statute won’t affect king, rulers: Lawyer
GOMBAK: A lawyer said the International
Criminal Court (ICC) has no jurisdiction
over the king and the Malay rulers as
they come under the country’s special
courts.

Edmund Bon said as long as there was
a working legal system in the country, the
ICC could not step in.

“If a case is brought against the king
here in Malaysia, then we will say there is
a system here to take care of it. Therefore,
the ICC cannot step in,” he said.

Bon was one of the speakers at the In-
ternational Symposium on the “Path to
Justice for the Rohingya” here today.

He was asked to comment on the
statement by Johor’s Sultan Ibrahim Sul-
tan Iskandar that signing the Rome
Statute went against the constitution as
it would affect the monarchs, Malay
rights and Islam.

The Rome Statute is an international
agreement that created the ICC, which
serves to complement existing laws in a
state to prosecute individuals who com-
mit international crimes, as contained in
Article 5 of the statute, such as genocide,
crimes against humanity, war crimes and
crimes of aggression.

Bon was also asked what would hap-
pen if one day the present legal system
failed.

He said the king, under Article 150,
could then decide on the next course of
action as he would be running the coun-
try and it would be up to “those running
the country to take responsibility”.

But he said this would not happen as
nobody wanted war in Malaysia.

He further said there was no reason to
fear the king’s immunity would be af-
fected by the ICC as Putrajaya had also

said it would not amend the constitution.
Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah

had previously said the Cabinet had
agreed to sign the treaty after being sat-
isfied that the position of the king, who
is also the supreme commander of the
armed forces, would not be affected.

Bon explained that according to the
Federal Constitution, the king acts on the
advice of the prime minister and the Cab-
inet.

“This must be followed. Only in certain
cases can the king say ‘no’,” he said.

Due to that, he said Malaysians did not
have to be fearful of the narrative that the
king might have to face the ICC.

Bon, the former Malaysian representa-
tive to the Asean Inter-governmental
Commission on Human Rights (2016 to
2018), was also asked on Malaysia’s right
to take genocide cases involving the Ro-

hingya to the ICC.
He said since Malaysia was going to be

a member of ICC, it could now only take
up cases of the Rohingya after June this
year. He said the problem now was that
Malaysia would not be able to give evi-
dence prior to the signing.

“We cannot go backwards. Now, we
can only go for crimes committed from
June onwards,” he added.

He said Malaysia needed to set up a
special unit involving the Attorney-Gen-
eral’s Chambers or private practitioners
themselves could set up a team to advise
and look at ways to compile evidence on
crimes against the Rohingya.

However, he warned that it would be
difficult to access information in Myan-
mar as a lot of evidence needed to back
up the allegations could have been de-
stroyed.


