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‘Kids need to
learn what’s

good, bad

on Internet’

Sherell Jeffrey

KOTA KINABALU: Better Internet access
and the availability of various gadgets
comes as the country progresses towards
becoming a digitally empowered nation.

But with it comes the challenge of ed-
ucating youngsters, especially school
children, towards a positive, safe and re-
sponsible manner in utilising the facili-
ties.

With that in mind, the Malaysian
Communications and Multimedia Com-
mission (MCMC) through its Community
Engagement Department (Advocacy Out-
reach Division) headed by Hashimah
Hashim initiated a Malaysian ICT Volun-
teer (MIV) workshop with schools across
the country.

The programme also received support
from the Ministry of Education.

This year, Sabah was picked as the sec-
ond destination, after Johor with SMK
Limbanak in Penampang as the venue.
The one-day workshop was attended by
teachers throughout Sabah.

The purpose is to drive the message
across on the importance of inculcating
positive attitude among teachers, stu-
dents and parents when using Informa-
tion and Communication Technology
(ICT), according to Hashimah.

She noted that there are many cases
involving school children and the educa-
tion community.

“We therefore hope the MIV Work-
shop will enhance the quality of learning
in schools and also create awareness that
while they use the Internet they need to
be vigilant of what they surf and under-
stand the implication to them and their
future if used wrongly,” she said.

She also noted incidents of youngsters
surfing adult websites or engage in chal-
lenges like the ‘Momo Challenge’ or the
‘KK Challenge’ that can harm them.

“Not everything on the Internet is
good that’s why they need to learn how
to choose between the good and the
bad,” she said.

Her concern is justified especially with
the recent survey conducted by
Malaysian against Pornography (MAP)
last year which revealed that 8o per cent
of children aged 10 to 17 years have
watched pornography intentionally.

The survey also showed apart from
that, almost 89 per cent of children aged
13 to 17 have been victims of online
grooming.

On another note, Hashimah said in
terms of the MIV Workshop, MCMC
wants people to understand that in gen-
eral the MIV programme itself, regardless
of the focus group is to ensure that they
help to increase the digital literacy of
Malaysians.

This in addition to empower
Malaysians and to promote digital inclu-
sion and also to develop digital champi-
ons within communities in the country so
that Malaysians will become digital citi-
zens and can contribute towards a better
economy, a better place to live , as well as
a smart digital nation in the future.

She however declined to comment on
how far the initiative has progressed, say-
ing that it is an effort that involves many
other agencies.

“We are doing our part and other
agencies are also doing their part.

“The most important thing is in order
for the country to move towards a smart
digital nation is to ensure that the citi-
zens are digitally literate, first, that is the
key component, if you are not digitally
literate you cannot move along although
there is infrastructure.

“MCMC is doing its part and so is the
Ministry of Education, we want to incul-
cate the culture of using ICT positively, I
think it takes a lot of continuous effort,”
she said.



